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Issue 1

The Dianthus Times is now back in publication after a period of absence. I was approached towards the end of
2011 and asked if I would like to produce The Dianthus Times for the society, I will be publishing The Times on a
quarterly basis to help keep all member informed on all things to do with the society and carnations in general.
With 2011 now becoming a distant memory I hope all members had a great time over the festive period and
wish them the best of luck & success for the current season. Please enjoy and feel free to offer any feedback.
(All opinions in this publication are that of the editor unless otherwise stated and not that of the BNCS)
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New Society Website
Any members who have not yet visited the society’s new website should try and do so, there are some very
good articles on it and I would like to thank the web team for all their hard work in producing the site it is an
asset to the society. www.britishnationalcarnationsociety.co.uk

Feeding Carnations – Ivor Mace Tells Us How
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Big Thank You
May I take this opportunity to thank Betty Linnell for all the hard work she has put in over the last 14 years as the
BNCS secretary. Hopefully we will still see her at all of the society’s shows. Once again thank you Betty.

In The Spotlight - Alternaria Leaf Spot
This carnation disease is caused by Alternaria dianthi. The symptoms of Alteraria Leaf Spot are purplish white
spots on the foliage of which the centres are made up of a black fungus – these are the fungus spores, the
foliage may also turn to a brown / yellow colour. The spots are usually contained on the foliage but if the node
becomes infected the disease may spread to the adjoining foliage. The stem itself may also get infected
causing it to become ridged and eventually it will die.
Spores are airborne and will survive in the infected plant and plant debris. The disease only requires 8-10 hours of
moist conditions for infection to take place.
To control Alternaria Leaf Spot an off the shelf fungicide should be used as per the manufacturer’s instructions
(something like Systhane Fungus Fighter will be ok). All infected plant material should be removed and disposed
of by burning, low humidity and good air circulation will help to reduce the spread of the disease

Harrogate Show

Obituary
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Publications
All members should now have received a copy of the societies
Autumn Newsletter and the 2012 Year book is well underway and
this will hopefully be distributed sometime in April.

Any members wishing to donate any
plants for the society’s selling table,
which will be gratefully received,
should contact Gary Hammerton to
arrange delivery / collection. Please
note that all plants need to be with
Gary by early April. The dates for
Harrogate Spring Show will be 26th –
29th April.

Publication Contributions
Anybody wishing to contribute an article for inclusion in one of the
society’s publications should forward the literature / photos to one
of the following:
Yearbook & Newsletter –
Gary Hammerton, hammertons320@hotmail.co.uk
Dianthus Times –
Daryl Harris, dianthustimes@gmx.com

